
“What's faith got to do with it?” is a series of four lectures. Monsignor Albacete will be talking about 

the relationship between faith and life in four important human phenomena (politics, science, 

economics, and affectivity). 

 

We think that this relationship (or lack thereof) should not be taken for granted. Rather, one should 

verify experientially whether faith can have an interesting, positive, valuable, impact on these aspects 

of daily life. Also, one should not assume that such relationships affect primarily the ethical realm, that 

is, how someone who has faith should or should not behave. Since faith is a form of knowledge, i.e. 

knowledge of the source and destiny of everything, faith should also “broaden” our reason (in the 

words of Benedict XVI in Regensburg). In other words, faith should give us a better vantage point to 

understand the realities of life. 

 

This is the intuition behind this series: We have asked Msgr. Albacete the question: how does faith 

shed new light on each of these four realities? Does faith reveal something new and previously 

unnoticed about these things? Does it change the way we should think about them? And then, as a 

result, does it change the way we live them? 

 

Faith and Politics 

It is almost universally assumed that faith's chief contribution to politics is to provide “values.” Both 

sides of the political spectrum claim, to some degree, that Christianity is an important source of 

inspiration. Of course, each side is also perfectly prepared to dismiss faith as a valid motivation when it 

gives support to policies they don't like. But the question we want to raise tonight is, is that it? Is the 

relationship between faith and political life just one of ethical guidance? Given that we all agree that 

Christianity helps us appreciate, say, the value of life or the need for social justice, does it have any 

deeper impact on the way we live together in society? Does faith give any new insight into political 

life? Does it make us understand the concept of democracy differently? Do Catholics have a genuinely 

different view of the role of the state? What about faith and freedom? Does Christianity support 

political freedom or threaten it? Is the Church in some sense a political reality? Should faith have a 

social role or be a strictly private affair?  Is the social doctrine of the Church yet another political 

ideology? How should it affect the way we approach politics in our country? 

 

Faith and Science 

“Faith and science: are they in conflict?” is only the beginning of the story. It is interesting that for 

many people today, however, the possibility of a conflict is the whole story when talking about science 

and religion.  More generally, reason and faith are viewed as two inherently opposed approaches, such 

that the best to be hoped for is strict separation. But if faith is a form of knowledge, new questions open 

up. Does Christian revelation open any new perspective on the way we understand nature? Does the 

scientific method rely on any metaphysical truths? If so, does faith support or undermine them? What 

does the historical record show about the effects of faith on the development of science? Can a 

scientist's faith help him or her to be a better scientist, in the sense of becoming able to know better?  

Did this ever happen at the origins of western science? 

 

Faith and Money 

It is universally agreed that a Christian cannot stay silent in front of social injustice, and that Christian 

morality requires that we practice social solidarity. Unfortunately, if one stops at the ethical level, these 

demands often become ideological and moralistic. Indeed, the need for social justice and solidarity 

cannot be separated from the questions like: what is the purpose of private property? What is the value 

and meaning of work from a Christian point of view? Why do we have to work in the first place? And 

why do some people seem to have greater gifts than others? Is being rich morally suspicious? Or is it a 



sign of divine favor? What does poverty really mean? Is it about not having money, or about how to 

use it? Does faith provide any new insights into economic life? Historically, has the Christian faith 

generated new forms of economic development?  Did Christianity have anything to do with the rise of 

capitalism? And socialism? Does it have anything to say about the role of the state in the economy? Of 

course, some of these questions have been addressed by the social doctrine of the Church, which 

however is often misunderstood or not very well known. 

 

Faith and romance 

Love is one of the most fundamental human experiences. Precisely because it touches the core of our 

humanity, it can also dramatically expose our fragility. More than anything else, it shows how urgent is 

the need a for true education of our humanity. In the last lecture of the series we asked Monsignor 

Albacete: what does the Christian faith reveal about human love? Is faith just a source of rules, as many 

people think? Or does it give us a different perspective on what the whole business of sex, romance, 

love is all about? Historically, has Christianity changed the way people think about these matters? 

What is the Christian understanding of affectivity? Is it different from what everybody else thinks? Is it 

more true? Does it make for a better love life?   These are not academic questions: today we see so 

much pain around us because our culture does not recognize the mystery of the human person. When 

affectivity is pushed outside the sphere of knowledge, everything is reduced to instinctivity and 

moralism. How does faith break this impasse? 

 


